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Everyone Needs Data

 211,000 miles of
rivers & streams

 1.6 million acres lakes

 1,100 miles of coastline

 1.3 million acres of
bays and estuaries

 15 million acre-feet
of groundwater
extracted per year
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The Water
Quality &

Ecosystem
Information

Problem
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The Response – Senate Bill 1070

 Became state law in 2006

 Required formation of
California Water Quality Monitoring Council

 Memorandum of Understanding between
 California Environmental Protection Agency

 California Natural Resources Agency

 By December 1, 2008:
Monitoring Council recommendations
 Maximize efficiency and effectiveness of existing water quality

data collection and dissemination

 Ensure collected data available to decision makers and public

 Comprehensive Monitoring Program Strategy for CA
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Monitoring Council Members

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/
http://www.casqa.org/Default.aspx
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The Monitoring Council’s Solution

Don’t get mired in technical details!

 Focus first on streamlined data access

 Theme-based web portals

 Directly address users’ questions

 Single global point of entry

 Theme-specific workgroups

 Overarching Monitoring Council guidance
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Theme-Specific Workgroups
Issue-experts represent key stakeholders

Develop
monitoring &

assessment methods
& data management

procedures

Coordinate
monitoring
programs

Achieve
standardization
to meet users’

needs

Monitoring Council

Develop web portal
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Role of the Monitoring Council

 Establish policies and guidelines

 Clearinghouse for
standards, guidelines & collaboration

 Resolve key issues

 Provide support

 Improve visibility



My Water Quality
website and portals illustrate
Monitoring Council’s vision

www.CaWaterQuality.net
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 Wetlands – March 2010

 Streams & Rivers – release soon

 Marine Rocky Intertidal – under construction

 Estuaries – workgroup formed

ARE OUR AQUATIC ECOSYSTEMS HEALTHY?

IS IT SAFE TO EAT FISH AND SHELLFISH?

 Sport fish – December 2009

IS IT SAFE TO SWIM IN OUR WATERS?

 Coastal beaches, bays & estuaries – July 2009

Initial Portals

IS OUR WATER SAFE TO DRINK?

 At the tap, groundwater, surface water – planned
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Opportunities and Benefits

 Delivers answers to the public

 Underscore important work of agencies involved

 Provides framework to
motivate and guide improvement

 Reveals data gaps, lack of assessment tools, poor
data integration, and other problems hamper
statewide assessment

 Allows broader assessments to be made
through information sharing
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Opportunities and Benefits (cont.)

 Automates annual reporting of governmental
organizations

 Allows decision makers, legislators, and public
understand how their dollars are spent

 Beyond bean counting – Are conditions getting better?

 Big picture status and trends

 Access to information to guide future expenditures

 Collaboration improves efficiency of monitoring
and assessment programs

 Transparency builds credibility
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California’s
Comprehensive

Monitoring
Program Strategy

www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/

programs/monitoring_council
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